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A devotion for Advent

This service is designed to help God’s people take time at the start of Advent to stop and look forward with anticipation to the coming of Christ who is the Light of the world.

Gathering
It is time for us to wake out of sleep, for deliverance is nearer to us now than it was when first we believed. It is far on in the night; day is near. Let us therefore cast off the works of darkness and put on the armour as soldiers of light.

	The grace and peace of God our Father
and the Lord Jesus Christ be with you.
And also with you.

Introduction followed by the Advent Collect.

Hymn		O come O come Emmanuel
Confession
When the Lord comes,
he will bring to light things now hidden in darkness,
and will disclose the purposes of the heart
Therefore in the light of Christ let us confess our sins.

	Turn to us again, O God our Saviour,
and let your anger cease from us:
Lord, have mercy.
Lord, have mercy.

Show us your compassion, O Lord,
and grant us your salvation:
Christ, have mercy.
Christ, have mercy.

Your salvation is near for those that fear you,
that your glory may dwell in our land:
Lord, have mercy.
Lord, have mercy.
	
	We hear the words of absolution.
	
	We hear the Word of God

Âfter each reading the reader says
Your Word is a lantern to our feet 
and a light to our path
Thanks be to God.

Reading 1	And God said ‘Let there be light’ (Genes 1.1-5)
	Hymn		Hark a herald voice is calling

	Reading 2  	Give light to my eyes (Psalm 13)
	Hymn		Come thou long expected Jesus

	Reading 3	I form light and create darkness (Isaiah 45.2-8)
	Hymn or Choir item 
Reading 4	Look to the East (Isaiah 60.1-5a)
Hymn	Hills of the north rejoice 
Reading 5	The people that walked in darkness have seen a great light (Isaiah 9.2,3,6,7)
Hymn or Choir item		People, look east by Martin Leckebusch (b.1962)

	Hymn		Hark the glad sound 

Reading 6	You are not in darkness for you are children of light (1 Thessalonians 5.1-11, 23)
	Hymn		The Lord will come and not be slow 
Creed		I believe in God, the Father Almighty
			creator of heaven and earth.
	I believe in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord,
			who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
			born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
			was crucified, died and was buried;
			he descended to the dead.
			On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of God the Father,
			and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit;
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body
and the life everlasting 
Amen.

The Prayers
		Our Advent intercessions including the collects
and finishing with the Lord’s Prayer


Hymn		On Jordan’s bank 
Reading 7	I am the light of the world (John 3.16-21)
Hymn		Lo he comes  (No 307)	
The Advent Blessing

