
L

A devotion for Advent
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This service is an extended form of Evensong with six lessons instead of two, and no intercessions or sermon. It takes its form from a series of seven prayers in the old Latin service-books, called the Great Advent Antiphons, one to be said on each of the seven days before Christmas. They are based on passages in the Old Testament which prophesy the coming of the Christ. The service includes each of those passages, followed by its appropriate prayer and a hymn or carol on the same theme.

The choir and minister enter
Minister	O Lord open thou our lips
		And our mouth shall she forth thy praise

Minister	O God make speed to save us
			O Lord make haste to help us
Minister	Glory be to the Father and to the Son: and to the Holy Ghost
As it was in the beginning is now and 
ever shall be, world without end. Amen

Hymn		O come O come Emmanuel
Choir		Psalm 67	

	Christ the Fulfiller of the Law (Exodus 19. 3 - 6)
	Reader: 	O Lord of Might, and leader of the house of 
Israel, who didst appear to Moses in the flame of a burning bush, and gavest 
him the law on Mount Sinai:
			Come and deliver us with an outstretched arm
	Hymn		Hark a herald voice is calling
	Christ the Redeemer of his people (Isaiah 42.1-9)
	Reader: 	O Key of David, and Sceptre of the House of 	
Israel: who openest, and no man shutteth; who shuttest, and no man openeth:
Come & bring the prisoner out of the prison
	Hymn		Come thou long expected Jesus
	Christ the Hope of the Nations (Isaiah 11.1-10)
	Reader: 	O Root of Jesse, who standest for an ensign to 
the peoples, before whom the kings fall silent, to whom the nations shall seek:
			Come and deliver us, and delay no longer
	Hymn		Hark the glad sound
	Christ the Light of the world (Isaiah 9. 2-7)
	Reader:		O Dayspring, Splendour of the Eternal Light 	and Sun of Righteousness:
			Come and give light to them that sit in darkness and in the shoe of death

	Hymn		The Lord will come and not be slow		
	Christ the Prince of Peace (Haggai 2. 6-9)
	Reader:		O King of the nations, thou for whom they long:
Come and save mankind, whom thou didst form of clay

	Hymn		Hills of the north rejoice
	Choir		Magnificat

	Jesus Emmanuel, God with us (Matthew 1.18-25)

	Reader: 	O Emmanuel, our King and Law giver, the 									desire of all nations, and their salvation:
			Come and save us, O Lord our God.
	Choir		Nunc Dimittis
	Creed		I believe in God, the Father Almighty
			maker of heaven and earth:
	And in Jesus Christ his only
Son our Lord,
			who was conceived by the Holy Ghost,
			Born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
			Was crucified, dead and buried,
			He descended into hell;
			The third day he rose again from the dead,
			He ascended into heaven,
And sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty;
			from thence he shall come to judge the 
			quick and the dead.
			I believe in the Holy Ghost;
the holy Catholick Church
the Communion of Saints,
the forgiveness of sins: 
the resurrection of the body
and the life everlasting 
Amen.

Minister	The Lord be with you 
		And with thy Spirit
Minister	Let us pray, Lord have mercy upon us
		Christ have mercy upon us
		Lord have mercy upon us 
Our Father ...
Minister	O Lord shew thy mercy upon us
		And grant us thy salvation.
Minister	O Lord save the queen
And mercifully hear us when we call upon thee

Minister	Endue thy ministers with righteousness
		And make thy chosen people joyful
Minister	O Lord save thy people
		And bless thine inheritance
Minister	Give peace in our time O Lord
		Because there is none other that fighteth for 
		us, but only though O God
Minister	O God make clean our hearts 
		And take not thy Holy Spirit from us

Minister	The Collect for the appropriate Sunday 
Hymn		On Jordan’s bank the Baptist’s cry
Minister 	Let us pray 
		We wait for thy loving kindness, O God,
		in the midst of thy temple.
		The glory of the Lord shall be revealed
		and all flesh shall see it together.
		Show us thy mercy, O Lord, 
and grant us thy salvation.
		
Then shall silence be kept for a space.
Hymn		Lo he comes	
Minister	The Blessing

